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Program 12th WOOD Conference
Cape Town SA - 28th February 2023

08:00 - 09:00 Registration 

09:00 - 09:10 Hannu Garny – South Africa – Master of Ceremonies  

09:10 - 09:20 Roger Kuratle  -  Kuratle Group – Switzerland - Opening

09:20 - 09:30 Markus Thür  - Consul General of Switzerland in Cape Town - South Africa -  
Welcome Address 

09:30 - 09:40  Alderman James Vos - Mayoral Committee Member:  Economic Growth – South Africa – 
Local Government Address

09:40 - 10:05 Lukas Schiebe - Levas Flor – Mozambique - The Carbon Binding House

10:05 - 10:30 * Fabian Scheurer - Design to production – Switzerland - Swatch Biel – digital planning of 
free-form timber structures

10:30 - 10:55 * Franz Tschümperlin - SJB Kempter Fitze AG - Switzerland - The Cradle

10:55 - 11:25 Tea breakaway/Networking

11:25 - 11:50 * Professor Thomas Rohner - FH Biel – Switzerland - Sustainability and circular economy 
as a planning concept

11:50 - 12:15 Marcus Van der Hoven - MTT – South Africa - Hybrid Construction with Mass Timber in 
South Africa

12:15 - 12:40
Carlu Swart - DrawBox Design – South Africa - Architecture and Timber - An exploration 
into the application of timber as an appropriate construction material within the South 
African context

12:40 - 12:50 * Reinhard Kropf & Siv Helene Stangeland - Helen & Hard – Norway - Progress Feedback 
on Project: Embrace    

12:50 - 13:00 Hannu Garny - South Africa - The magic of living in a Timber Home from a ecological and 
economical perspective 

13:00 - 14:00 Lunch breakaway/Networking

14:00 - 14:25 Sebastian Dietzold - CPS Live – Zanzibar - The rise of a new circular economy from the 
tree to the house

14:25 - 14:50 Wolfgang Hebenstreit - Binderholz Bausysteme GmbH – Austria - High technical mass 
timber solution for the BURJ zanzibar 

14:50 - 15:15 Oliver Bopp - Pirmin Jung Schweiz AG – Switzerland - The House of Wood  

15:15 - 15:40 * Radek Oslizlo - Agrop Nova a.s. - Czech Republic - A perfect harmony of wood, acoustics 
and design

15:40 - 16:05
Christian Greyling -  Earthworld Architects – South Africa - Scalable timber systems:  
A modular approach from furniture to structure

16:05 - 16:25 Roy Trembath - SA Log Home Builders Association – South Africa - Personal freedom 
through genuine log homes

16:25 - 16:35 Roger Kuratle  -  Kuratle Group - Switzerland - Vote of Thanks and Menti Poll

16:35 - 16:45 Hannu Garny - South Africa - Closing

* Online Speaker
Please note that the conference will be held in local time (SAST).
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Organization

Feedback from the conference

The organization team thanks you for an interesting event

Thank you very much for hosting us. It was a wonderful experience that I thoroughly 
enjoyed! I met a lot of interesting people. – Christian Greyling

Hi Zaida
Thanks again for a well organised conference as usual (I counted 
that I have attended 10 so far). – Tertius Smit

Thank you, Zaida.
The conference was most interesting and entertaining, always learning 
something new about the use of wood!
Thank you to the team that made it possible!
Looking forward to next year’s 13th Wood Conference! – Lillian Linares

Thanks Zaida, it was fantastic, as usual Kind regards, – 
Smaragda Thalassinos

Many thanks.
I miss not being there in person, but thoroughly enjoyed the online 
version! Thank you for an awesome even(s), looking forward to being 
there next year Warm greetings – Paul C Boshoff - Architect

Hannu Garny
Master of Ceremonies 

Zaida Davids
Organizer
HWZ International

Silvia Furlan
Head Marketing,  
Communications & QMS 
Kuratle Group AG

Roger Kuratle
CEO  
Kuratle Group AG
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Dinner  Evening before the conference
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All speakers and other guests
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Thanks to our sponsors
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Registration  
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Zaida Davids
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Plenary sessions

Hannu Garny

Markus Thür, Consul General of Switzerland

Alderman James Vos,  
Mayoral Committee Member for Economic Growth

George KuratleRoger Kuratle
15
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Lukas Schiebe
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Franz TschümperlinFabian Scheurer
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Carlu Swart

Professor Thomas Rohner

Reinhard Kropf & Siv Helene Stangeland

Marcus van der Hoven
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Christian GreylingSebastian Dietzold
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Roy Trembath

Radek Oslizlo

Christian Greyling

Oliver BoppWolfgang Hebenstreit
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Thank you for attending the 12th WOOD Conference 2023.

We hope you have found the event informative and enjoyed it.

Please diarise the upcoming events:

13th WOOD Conference: 28th February 2024

HWZ International SA (Pty) Ltd.

Zaida Davids

Contact Details:
Tel: +27 76 401 91 20
Email: capetown@hwzinternational.com
4 Sedgemoor Rd, Camps Bay 8005 Cape Town

Sponsors:Organization:

Support:

Partner:

WOOD Student Foundation

WSF
The Cape Insti tute for Architectur has
assessed an validated this Category One
CPD Acti vity. The acti vity carries 1.0 CPD credits
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